he called to me as I came out 
the post office, and in her tone 
her face was a concern that 
mngely moved and won me. And 
more because she knew me 
casually. She was the youngish 
> of a seminary professor, and 
had heard that my wife was 
, and her tone and her look as 
said, “I’m so sorry!” moved me 
the depths. It compelled me to 
“Here is someone, almost a 
mger, who really cares.” Not in 
s, I think, had anyone so 
ed me and won me in a mo- 
at. All day long and ever since, 
. look and tone have sung in my 
with the glad feeling, “She 
ily cares that my heart carries 


urden of sorrow over my dear 
199 


Won by a Tear 


ooking back over a lifetime, I 
ull but one parallel experience. 
family had just returned from 
grave which I saw close over 
form of my precious mother. 
the neighbors had said “Good- 
and “I’m sorry,” all but one 
, kind neighbor. Her last word 
unlike all the rest. She clasp- 
my hand, and her voice faltered 
[he tried to express the sympa- 
sshe felt, and I saw a tear in her 
That went to my heart, for it 
beyond all doubt, “I really 
.” During all the fifty years 
2 then I’ve remembered and 
nd that humble neighbor for the 
sen tone and the tear that said 
uently, “I really care and suf- 


1”? 


ith you! 
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The Key That Opens Hearts 


By S. L. Morgan, Sr. 


And never in all the decades 
since then, I think, had another so 
reached my inmost heart as did 
this new neighbor, who in a casual 
contact at the post office took a 
moment to tell me by a look and a 
word of sympathy that she truly 
eared. And I didn’t doubt that all 
at once I had discovered again the 
key to human hearts. 


The Key to Unlock 
Human Hearts 


The master key to human hearts 
is simply a heart that feels and 
cares. And that key is in the reach 
of everyone to possess and use. For 
God endowed each of us with a 
capacity to love, to feel, and to care 
about the sufferings of others. And 
by exercising it each of us may 
enlarge that capacity without limit. 
The woman of the tearful eye had 
suffered, and had learned through 
suffering how to enter deeply into 
mine and reach my heart. The 
woman of the post-office incident 
had been for some years the true 
wife of a pastor with the shepherd 
heart, and had entered with him in- 
to the sorrows and sufferings of his 
people, and thus had developed be- 
yond most others her capacity to 
care and to suffer with others. And 
it had come to her that the de- 
voted wife and partner in all my 
labors for 46 years was sick and 
could never be well, and it went to 
her heart. 

Heart-Hunger for Kindness 


Perhaps there was never before 
so much heart-hunger for a little 


sympathy and kindness as now. 
In the words of the song we used 
to sing, 
Do you know the world is dying 
for a little bit of love? 
Everywhere we hear the sighing 
for a little bit of love. 


A deluge of letters has come to me 
from many states, from Canada to 
the Gulf, called out by articles I’ve 
written on the loneliness and neg- 
lect suffered by the 20 millions of 
our old people above 60 years of 
age, neglect too often even by their 
own church people. Since I am 
one of them, they are my special 
concern. I write about them with a 
sense of mission. 


Raymond J. Jeffreys has written 
an intriguing book, just off the 
press, Life Will Begin at 100 (Cap- 
ital College Press, Columbus, O., 
$3.75), in which he cites high au- 
thorities to show that the life span 
may reach 100 years by the end of 
the century. The prospect is not al- 
together pleasing. Already our 
country has 14 million people 
above 65, the usual retirement age, 
most of them doomed to die before 
their time from the corroding sense 
of being idle, useless, and often a 
burden to be carried. Who can 
fathom the misery as these cast-off 
millions multiply—and with 10 to 
35 idle, futile years yet to live! 


Letters from Old People 


Numerous letters from. old peo- 
ple go to my heart, and suggest in- 
finite opportunities for kindness as 
we come to the Christmas and New 
Year season. Many who read this, 
I trust, will have access to my 
Christmas article in the December 
Home Life magazine (circulation, 

(Continued on page 13) 
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News and Notes 


The Dana College Choir of Blair, 
Nebr., will sing the liturgy and the 
anthems on the Church of the Air, 
Sunday, January 15 at 10:30 p.m., EST, 
on the stations of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System. For this program com- 
memorating the 250th anniversary of 
Protestant Missionary work in India, 
Dr. Hans C. Jersild, national presi- 
dent of the United Evangelical Lu- 
theran. (Church, is the liturgist and Dr. 
George F. Hall of the National Lu- 
theran Council will preach the ser- 
mon. 

Professor Paul E. Neve, head of the 
Dana (College Department of Music 
since 1943, will direct the choir, which 
has made concert tours throughout the 
United States and Canada and has 
twice toured Europe. The anthems 
the choir will sing are ‘Praise the 
Lord,’ Praetorius; “Jesus, Guard and 
Guide Thy Members,” Bach; and Gun- 
nar Malmin’s arrangement of the Dan- 
ish hymn “Arise, All Things.” Malmin 
is a former director of the Dana Col- 
lege Choir. 

In 1706, under the sponsorship of 
the Danish King, Frederick IV, mis- 
sion work was begun in the colony of 
Tranquebar in South India by the 
German missionary Bartholomaeus 
Ziegenbalg. In his sermon Dr. Hall, 
executive secretary of the Commission 
on Younger Churches and Orphaned 
Missions of the National Lutheran 
‘Council, will pay tribute to the early 
missionary. 


Pastor and Mrs. P. L. Thorslev are 
again managing the Old People’s 
Home at Edmore, Mich. They were 
called to go there in November. The 
manager, Carl Petersen, had left, and 
therefore the call was sent to Pastor 
Thorslev, who managed the Home 
two years ago. His address is Edmore, 
Mich. 


Union Plan Loses in LFC 

Fails by 35-Vote Margin 

As 64% Favor New Church 
(Minneapolis, Minn.—A referendum 

conducted among congregations of the 

(Lutheran Free Church fell 35 votes 

short of attaining the three-fourths 

majority needed for the LFC’s con- 

tinued participation in union negotia- 

tions with three other Lutheran bodies. 
Official results showed that of 327 
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congregations reporting valid ballots 
in the poll, 210 or 64 per cent approv- 
ed a proposed organizational basis of 
union, and 117 congregations or 36 
per cent voted against it. About 30 
congregations did not cast ballots or 
did not meet the Dec. 15 deadline. 


The outcome of the referendum, 
which had been widely predicted in 
Free Church circles, was announced 
here by the Rev. Forrest T. Monson, 
LEC secretary. The popular vote, he 
disclosed was almost identical percent- 
age-wise to the congregational result. 

Of about 11,500 votes cast by indi- 
vidual members, 65 per cent or 7,457 
favored the union proposal, while 35 
per cent or 4,025 did not. 

Also involved in the plan to estab- 
lish a single church body to be known 
as The American Lutheran Church by 
1960 are the American Lutheran 
Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, all of whom approved the 
blueprint for merger at their 1954 con- 
ventions. 

Because of the large number of LFC 
congregations voting for the union, an 
effort is expected to be made at the 
denomination’s annual conference at 
Fargo, 'N. D., next June to authorize 
the ‘Church to continue in the negotia- 
tions. 

Dr. T. O. Burntvedt of Minneapolis 
said his denomination’s Committee on 
Relations with Other'Lutheran Church 
Bodies will meet here Dec. 29 to de- 
cide what course of action it should 
recommend in view of the referendum 
outcome. 


When the union plan was debated at 
the Free ‘Church’s annual conference 
last June, delegates defeated an effort 
to change the rules adopted in 1954 to 
govern the referendum in local con- 
gregations. 


Some felt that a congregation of ten 
confirmed memibers should not have 
as much voting power as a congrega- 
tion of 500. Others considered the 
three-fourths majority required for 
adoption as too high, especially in 
view of the possibility that a number 
of very small congregations might de- 
feat the union resolution and thus 
block any further participation in the 
negotiations. 


ligious News 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
Serviae, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 
Subscription price: United States and Canada, $3.00 per year in advance; foreign countries, $/ 
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It was pointed out that one-half 
the LFC’s 350-odd congregations rv 
resent only about 8,000 confirm 
members, while the other half rep: 
sents some 38,000. To overcome " 
inequality, it was suggested that v 
be allotted according to the size | 
congregations, ranging from one vi 
for those of less than 50 members 
nine votes for those of over 1,000 m 
bers. 


The propoosal, however, failed 
gain the simple majority required 3 
adoption and the three-fourths maj 
ity rule was retained. | 


Lutheran Synod Sets Special 
Convention to Review Heresy Cases. 


Minneapolis, Minn. (RNS)—A 
cial convention of the Northw 
Synod, United Lutheran Church 
America, will be held here Jan. 26 
review the cases of three Wisco: 
pastors tried for heresy. 


The call was issued after more 
140 of the synod’s pastors form 
requested the convention. 


THE ORAL EXAMINATION FO 
THEOLOGICAL CANDIDATES 


Theological candidates graduat: 
from Trinity Seminary will be exam 
ed by the Board of Examiners Tue 
January 31, 1956 beginning at 8:00 A 
Any of our young men who are c 
didates of Theology graduating fr 
other Lutheran Seminaries, and w 
desire to serve one of our pari 
must get in touch with the Chain 
of our Board of Examiners, the R 
Ervin Bondo, and also be examined | 
the Board. No candidate is eligible 
a call until he has had this exami 
tion. Calls received before that ti 
are in accordance with action of 
Ministerium to be returned to the ei 
gregation. If, however, a call is 
ceived two weeks immediately p 
ceding the date of the examination 
may be held for final answer follow 
the examinations. 


Hans C. Jer 7 


JOHN M. JENSEN, Edito 
321 E. 8th- Street 
Spencer, Iowa 


All communications that concern the Editorial Department, news items and books to be reviewed should be sent to the editor at Spencer, 
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itorials and Comments 
LET US NOT CONFUSE THE ISSUE 


e Ansgar Lutheran has two articles today about 
ity Seminary, one by Prof. Clifford Hansen, in- 
tor at Dana College, and one by Pastor N. B. Han- 
We have had a number of articles by some of the 
ty members about the question. As we think about 
_has been said about the question, we wonder if 
people really understand what it is all about. In the 
wing remarks we shall try to summarize the prob- 
very briefly. 


nen the new church comes into being Jan. 1, 1960, 
vote on this is favorable this summer, then each 
uniting churches will come into the new church 
all their congregations, with all their charitable 
tions, with all their colleges, with all their semi- 
, with all their pastors and professors, and with 
ne assets and liabilities of the churches. However, 
ities of the educational institutions and the institu- 
-of charity will be assumed by The American Lu- 
n Church only if they are owned by The American 
ran Church or if their corporate membeship is iden- 
ith that of the Church. Liabilities of an institution 
d by a segment of the new church shall remain the 
ity of that institution until liquidated. 


months before the organizing convention of the 
Church the Presidents of each of the uniting 
thes will certify congregations and pastors and pro- 
"s and institutions to the new church. With respect 
e Theological Seminaries the Articles of Union, 
lle V, Section 1, we have these paragraphs: 


The theological seminaries certified by the uniting 
churches shall fbe received as units in the theological 
education in The American Lutheran Church. 


Certification shall include: 


(a) A list of regularly called professors having 


tenure. 


(b) A list of students including those enrolled and 
those accepted for admittance. 


(c) A statement of accreditation. 
(d) A complete statement of assets, liabilities and 


commitments. 


t means that with the certification of the synodi- 
Wesident, Trinity Seminary and Trinity Professors 
we part of the new Church. 


tording to that there is no problem at all. The 
ssors become theological professors in the new 
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church, and they may continue and will continue to in- 


struct students at Trinity Seminary at Blair, Nebr. 


Then a reader asks: Why then all the writing; it seems 
so confused. 


Here is the problem as we see it. The faculty mem- 
bers are not worrying about themselves at all. But they 
do feel that when the new church comes into being, 
Trinity, in its present location, may not be able to draw 
a sufficient number of students. They fear that it will be 
natural for the students to desire to attend one of the 
three large seminaries in the new church. It was for this 
reason that the Board of Education and the Faculty of 
Trinity suggested to the annual convention last June 
that the Seminary might be united with one of the semi- 
naries which we feel sure will survive in the uniting 
churches. This would also give the present seminary 
professors a chance to be placed in the new church 
where they can best serve. 


Now the faculty has been restudying the problem, 
and they are exploring if Trinity can be moved to some 
other location where it is certain to be able to survive, 
perhaps in the West some place. 


The faculty has asked for reactions from the members 
of the synod. It seems to us that it is rather difficult 
for the members to say anything. We believe they will 
think somewhat like Pastor N. B. Hansen who writes 
his view in the paper today. He says, “Let the new 
church decide what is best for the seminary.” 


Of course, if some man would come forward with 
$250,000.00 and say, move the seminary to the West 
Coast some place, the seminary could be moved. But 
even then it would be advisable to consult the Joint 
Union Committee and the Boards of Theological Educa- 
tion of the churches with whom we are uniting. 


The U.L.C.A. has recently established a seminary on 
the West Coast, and it is conceivable that in the future 
there will be both a seminary and a college of the new 
church in Southern California. And if a seminary 
should be placed on the West Coast, it would certainly 
be natural to call it Trinity, since the other churches 
have their seminaries with names preserved. 


We hope the readers have understood that we have 
simply tried to clarify the issue, which has been discus- 
sed by the faculty members. We have no authority to 
speak for any one in this matter, and we have not tried 
to do so. 
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THE LIVING WORD 


When “let” means “hinder” 


By Luther A. Weigle 


If you will turn to your Webster’s New International 
Dictionary you will discover that there are two verbs 
spelled and pronounced exactly alike, let, which come 
from two distinct Anglo-Saxon roots. The one verb 
“let” means to hinder, impede or prevent; the other 
means just the opposite, to permit or allow. Both were 
in current use in 1611; both are used in the Bible and 
in Shakespeare. But only the second remains a part of 
living English today; the first survives only as a noun 
in the legal phrase “without let or hindrance” and in the 
game of tennis, where anything that interrupts or hin- 
ders the game and requires a point to be played again 
is called a “let.” 

In Shakespeare’s Henry V, the Duke of Burgundy, 
suing for peace with England, and speaking of the ruin 
that continued war entails, says: 

“my speech entreats 
That I may know the let, why gentle Peace 
Should not expel these inconveniences 
And bless us with her former qualities.” 
When Hamlet’s friends seek to restrain him from fol- 
lowing the beckoning ghost of his father, he cries: 
“Unhand me, gentlemen. 
' By heaven, I’ll make a ghost of him that lets me.” 
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| 
This obsolete use of the verb “let” appears three ti 
in the King James Version of the Bible. In Isaiah 4 
God speaks through the prophet: “There is none 
can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who s 
let it?” The revised versions have “who can hinder 
Paul, writing to the Romans (1.13) tells that he 
“oftentimes purposed” to come to them, but that 
“was let hitherto”; the Revised Standard Version | 
ders this, “I have often intended to come to you, 
thus far have been prevented.” 


The other occurrence is in 2 Thessalonians 
where the King James Version reads: “And now 
know what withholdeth that he might be revealed i 


only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken! 
of the way.” The obscurity of these verses is incre 
by the use of the word “letteth” in verse 7 for the G! 
word which was translated “withholdeth” in vers 
The Revised Standard Version reads: “And you k 
what is restraining him now so that he may be reve 
in his time. For the mystery of lawlessness is alread 
work; only he who now restrains it will do so until ] 
out of the way.” 


Tribute to Dr. H. F. Swansen 


By Dean Theo. I. Jensen 


Dr. Swansen walked 
in and out among us 
on the campus of Dana 
College and _ Trinity 
Seminary for more 
than a score of years. 
We came to know him 
well, and I suspect all 
of us were more deep- 
ly influenced by him 
than we probably re- 
alize. 


He was a man of 
careful, scholarly in- 
terests and methods. 
One doesn’t live close 
to that sort of thing for 
twenty-three years 
without being  influ- 
encd by it for good. As 
a teacher he had an 
ideal, a pretty well de- 
fined purpose, for him- 
self, for the school, for 
his students. That ideal 
was constantly before 
him. In faculty meet- 
ings, in his classroom I suppose, and elsewhere he was a 
missionary for that ideal. In the last dozen years when I 


have had the privilege of knowing him as a fe 
teacher he always wore the badge of the veteran, ne! 
deterred nor swayed easily by untested noveltie 
educational philosophy and technique. These staten| 
about one who was a teacher is a tribute I should ¢ 
for myself. 

There is one more tribute which I am anxious to 
Dr. Swansen. Though he came to us as a stranger 
belonged traditionally to another people and chi 
he accomplished the not common thing of identi/ 
himself with our school and church more thorow 
than many who have more reason to do so than he 
was not the kind of person who easily leaves old 1] 
ties for new ones. He never ceased to love and ch’ 
his own church and alma mater, and the schools of his 
lier teaching'experience. Yet he said to us years ago j 
fect, “Thy people shall be my people.” His loyalty 
and interest in Dana College and our church | 
something other than that which one would have 
to expect of everyone who earns his bread here. It 
interest in our history and a fine appreciation of 
things which belong to the traditions and the life v 
are the United Evangelical Lutheran Church. Wii 
these appreciations he couldn’t have worn so well 2 
did through twenty-three years of hard work. 


: , and we pray tha 
will send us men and women instead of him witk 
ability and the high devotion which were his. 
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wurch News from here and there 


s Improper Education 
Destroy Our Society 


1 Francisco (RNS) — Philosopher 
immer J. Adler told Roman Catho- 
ducators here that 90 per cent 
1ildren in American schools are 
* taught the wrong things and the 
are getting inadequate schooling 
st. 


said that during the next 50 years 

ricans “will have enough leisure 
to destroy our society” because 
is improper education. 


. Adler is director of the Institute 
hilosophical Research here. He 
> befiore 500 delegates attending 
innual meeting of the Secondary 
on, California Unit, National Cath- 
Hducation Association. 


recommended giving every child 
sral arts education—up through a 
slor’s degree. Dr. Adler also pro- 
i that high school classes be limit- 
' 10 or 15 pupils. 


class of 35 is ridiculous,” he said. 
tthe teacher can do is mark papers 
*xeep order.” 


Adler said teachers must find 
way to give children the skills 
arming, and enough idea of what 
ing is, so they will spend the rest 
zeir lives getting an education. 


nerica, the first industrial democ- 
is also the first society in his- 
to have an education problem, Dr. 
7 said. 


problem, he said, is that the 
“ine age has made everyone part of 
eisure class which runs society, 
ur schools are not giving the prop- 
eparation for such responsibilities. 


the old days, the educator said, 
of the ruling aristocracy were 
at the fundamental skills of learn- 
grammar, rhetoric and logic—and 
vated learning at their leisure for 
of their lives. 
in the increasingly classless 
y of America today, every man has 
time for leisure than his an- 
rs ever had, yet is without any 
‘ng in how to use it constructively. 


© problem will grow worse in the 
{50 years, Dr. Adler said, predict- 
at automation will eventually cut 
york week to 20 hours. 


ntina Promises Worship Freedom 


» new Argentine administration of 
‘sional President Aramburu will 
act the religious conscience of 
arantee freedom of worship and 


. 


protect the rights of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church,” said Interior Minister 
Eduardo Busso at a press conference 
early this monith. His statement was the 
first defining the church policy of the 
regime. After Dictator Juan Peron’s 
downfall in September, most of the 
privileges of the “official” Roman 
Catholic religion had been restored. 
Last week the government announced 
that all church property would be free 
of real estate and other taxes. 


Full freedom for Protestants in Ar- 
gentina was asked by the executive 
board of the Confederation of River 
Plate Evangelical Churches in an ap- 
peal to President Aramburu last week. 
The board urged lifting of restrictions 
on Protestant work in the frontier 
“security” zones and permission for 
Protestant preaching over radio sta- 
tions. Restrictions on church activity 
in the security zones had hampered 
Lutheran work in the Misiones territory 
in Argentina’s extreme northern area. 


Vacation Schools Endangered 


Daily vacation Bible schools and 
other summertime church activity for 
children in New York City would be 
hampered by a proposed new health 
code, religious education leaders claim- 
ed last week. The new regulations 
would place under Department of 
Health supervision all summer pro- 
grams for children aged 6 to 13 which 
runs for nine or more hours per week. 
Such programs would be subject to a 
20-page list of regulations covering 
training of personnel, sanitation, safety. 


The proposed code “threatens the 
free exercise of religion,” said Protes- 
tant Council spokesmen, The Com- 
missioner of Health wants to become 
“commissar of the churches,” said) the 
Rev. Joseph May, Baptist clergyman. 
Roman Catholic and Jewish leaders 
also were among 42 speakers who at 
a public hearing Dec. 6 opposed adop- 
tion of the regulations. Health Depart- 
ment officials said they had no in- 
tention of interfering “in any way 
with the teaching or practice of re- 
ligion” but were concerned with safe- 
guarding health and welfare of “more 
than 100,000 youngsters who attend day 
camps and participate in summer group 
programs.” 


Delta Perturbed 
By Till Verdict 

Most Mississippians were satisfied 
neither with the verdict nor with the 
publicity in the trial of the men ac- 
cused of kidnapping and murdering 


Emmett Louis Till, Negro boy from 
Chicago. In ‘white’ counties the opin- 
lon was widely expressed that the ac- 
cused were guilty, and many who 
thought them innocent felt they should 
have been convicted (so the state 
would escape unfavorable publicity) 
and then pardoned. The visiting re- 
porters, who stressed the feudalism of 
the Delta plantations, seem not to have 
discovered the liquor and gambling 
rackets which dominate the area, nor 
the Tallahatchie county political ma- 
chine, in which two brothers have 
alternated as sheriff for most of a gen- 
eration and which a national magazine 
a few years ago said ranked as the 
third most powerful machine in the 
nation (behind Cook county in Illinois 
and Shelby county in Tennessee). Many 
Deltans were surprised that so much 
should be made over the killing of a 
Negro—not exactly a rare occurrence 
in those parts. —Christian Century. 


Denounces “White Citizens Councils” 


The full forces of organized Protes- 
tantism were called upon last week 
to stop the march toward “naziism” 
of the “white citizens councils” of the 
South. 


In a blistering denunciation of the 
pro-segregation movement delivered 
before 250 home missions leaders in an- 
nual session at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., Dr. 
Harold Fey, executive editor of The 
Christian Century, declared, “both 
church and government must recognize 

. . that the white citizens councils 
are an organized and coordinated force, 
whose objective is to defy the law and 
to rule in place of the law.” 

He said that in Mississippi alone 
there are more than 300 white citizens 
groups with 65,000 members who are 
working “with the full collusion of 
Mississippi senators and other officials. 


“They are displacing the lawful au- 
thority of the courts and are punishing 
people for registering to vote, for pe- 
titioning of redress of grievances and 
for integration of schools,” he said. 


“In other words,” he declared, “they 
are moving in the direction taken by 
naziism in Germany, which first de- 
fied, nullified and overthrew the au- 
thority of the courts, and then went on 
to displace other functions of govern- 
ment. By intimidation and violence 
they are beginning that process in 
Mississippi.” 

Dr. Fey proposed that “missions 
of understanding and reconciliation” 
be sent to Mississippi and other states 


in the South. “We send such missions 
to Russia, why not to Mississippi?” he 
asked. 


ALC Pastor Named President 
Of Canadian Lutheran Council 

Winnipeg, Manitoba—Dr. Karl Hol- 
feld of Regina, Saskatchewan, was 
elected president of the Canadian Lu- 
theran Council at dts third annual 
meeting here, Dec. 6-7. 

Dr. Holfeld, a member of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church, succeeds Dr. 
Mars A. Dale of Saskatoon, who served 
as the CLC’s first president since it 
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was organized three years ago in De- 
cember of 1952. Dr. Dale is president 
of the Canada District of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. 

Other officers named were Dr. A. G. 
Jacobi as vice president and the Rev. 
Norman Berner as secretary. Both are 
from Kitchener, Onitario, anid) mem- 
bers of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. 

Elected to the executive committee 
were Dr. Dale, the Rev. L. A. Kirke- 
gaard (UELC) of Standard, Alberta, 
and the Rev. Otto A. Olson (Aug.) of 
Saskatoon. 
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The Council established five | 
sions to carry on cooperative wor 
Canada: Missions, Student Ser 
Welfare, War Service and Public I 
tions. These divisions will operate 
der the guidance of Dr. Ear 
Treusch, executive secretary of 
agency. | 


/ 


1 

A budget of $33,000 was adoptec 

1957, compared to $25,916 for 1956. 

major item of $13,000 will provide 

student secretaries to visit and a 

Lutheran Student groups in Came 
universities. 


- THE MINNESOTA DISTRICT 


Pastor Otto Nielsen, the newly elect- 
ed district president, has asked me to 
write, upon the editor’s request, an ar- 
ticle describing some of the activities 
and tendencies of this district during 
the past year. I am leaving the dis- 
trict in a short time to go back to the 
Wisconsin District, where we ‘spent 
nine years of happy work from 1933- 
1942. 


The past year was a fruitful year in 
this diistrict. The congregations have 
been served by faithful pastors. Church 
councils in the various congregations 
have supported their pastors well so 
that harmony has prevailed through- 
out the district. There have been some 
“ups and downs,” of course. God’s 
work, however, has prospered in a 
measure in spite of various problems. 


There are changes within the dis- 
trict. Our congregations are not what 
they used to be. The Danish language 
has long since disappeared, and with it 
has come an infusing of other nation- 
alities with different nationalistic 
backgrounds. Our churches have be- 
come a melting-pot of Lutherans from 
many churches and many inherited 
viewpoinits in regard) to church life, 


Many of these infusions have been 
of great help to our churches and have 
in a measure prepared our congrega- 
tions for the coming merger. Our 


By N. B. Hansen 


views have become more cosmopoli- 
tan. Our view of the Universal Church 
has been enlarged. Our interests have 
been extended to other church bodies 
and to the Christian Church in gener- 
al. Many new ideas and methods of 
work have become evident in many oT 
our churches. Many fine, mature 
Christians have been added to our 
flocks throughiout the district. We are 
indeed ‘grateful for every such addi- 
tion and every inspiration to lead our 
congregations to better service. 


On the other hand, there are some 
sacrifices that must be made within 
the district. Old ideas have been dis- 
earded and new ones accepted. It is 
evident that at times we find liberal 
tendencies infiltrated into the congre- 
gational life. The old pietistic concep- 
tion of spiritual life has often had to 
battle against these new attitudes. 
Concrete examples of ‘this struggle are 
not lacking in the Minnesota District. 
The question may be asked: Which 
way is our church going? Are we be- 
coming more liberal or more spiritual? 
It seems to me that we dio well in tak- 
ing stock of ourselves within our var- 
ious districts. Have we become en- 
thusiastic about number? Do we fail 
to recognize quality rather than quan- 
tity? 


The editor asks if there are any spe- 


cial dangers or special encourage 
to be noted in the district. H 
been in this district since 1942 
having been active in a meas 
the various activities of the dis 
I would be blind, or a coward,| 
had not noticed and if I did not 
against such dangers. I have 
measure pointed out some of the | 
gers. The danger of churchli 
form without life, pretending 
living while dead, great intellect 
yet ignorant of the essence of C 
tian life, unable to distinguish 
tween religion and Christianity— 
are dangers and real dangers w 
the Minnesota District. Wanting 
tertainment and despising a call t 
pentance iare not absent. 


On the other hand this distri 
many Christian people both amon 
young and old. Christians that 
experienced the knowledge of sin 
been burdened because of it, and 
the wonderful grace of God in C 
Jesus and have been set free, ¢ 
ened from the bondage of sin are’ 
py Christians. There are encou' 
ments and indeed “special encou! 
ments” in the district. My admor 
is: Let us not hide our light un¢ 
bushel. May God’s people na 
ashamed of the gospel of Jesus C 
but be led on to greater witn 
and to better Christian living. 
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Fitting Our Seminary for Service in the New Church 


By Clifford T. Hanson, Instructor at Dana College 


n recent months our synodical Board of Education 
l our Seminary Faculty have been giving serious 
ught to the future of Trinity Seminary in view of the 
rger. This effort has reflected itself in a number of 
les in The Ansgar Lutheran. Back of this thought 
a sincere attempt to fit our seminary for service in 
new church and hence in the Kingdom of God. 
-hin the last month several articles have appeared in 
e Ansgar Lutheran by three of the seminary profes- 
s defending the view that our seminary should be 
served and fitted for service in the new church. A 
mber of us who have no official position relative to 
_seminary have also been anxious to preserve it. In 
sidering this, however, we must at the same time 
sider what line of action is going to serve the new 
merch in the best possible way. 


n the pro and con consideration of this problem ‘it 
that there are three suggestions which are being 
sented: 


The seminary should remain at its present location 
ul after merger with no suggestions made by us with 
ard to its future. 


It should in effect be merged with one of the exist- 
seminaries. 


It should be moved to some new location such as 
aver or to some west coast city. 
home voices favor the first suggestion by intimating 
; the Seminary Faculty and the Board of Education 
imagining a problem where there is not one. They 
pear to be saying something like this: “You are be- 
uing excited over nothing. The Union Committee has 
yady decided that the existing institutions will be ac- 
ted by the new church; and we cannot decide what 
Board of Theological Education of the merged 
firch will do with Trinity Seminary.” Certainly we 
#not decide for the new Board. But the members of 
a board would be much more anxious to preserve 
wnstitution which is loyally supported by its constitu- 
Wy. Furthermore if the merged church is to have 
#mgth, the various constituent bodies must have 
ctive forward-looking program. It seems that just 
ave our seminary where it is with no apparent con- 
4}, as to its future is not a fitting attitude for our 
h to have. This idea of leaving it where it is is 
pled with a prevalent feeling that after merger 
lity Seminary will be liquidated. It seems that the 
r two approaches are more forward-looking. 
ast spring the Seminary Faculty and the Board of 
ication suggested that Trinity Seminary be moved 
me of the campuses of the seminaries of the merg- 
#bodies. If such action is carried out, it would in ef- 
‘be a merger of two seminaries. This suggestion was 


boy 
ime 


made with the feeling, which was prevalent at the time, 
that the only alternative to it was keeping our Seminary 
in Blair with the result that support for it would 
dwindle and that it would be liquidated by the new 
church. This second suggestion (that of merger with an- 
other seminary) seems to me to be better than the first. 
If supported by the church it would show a more active 
spirit on the part of our constituency than the first. 


The third suggestion seems to me to be by far the best 
solution to the problem. It is also the one which is fav- 
ored by the Seminary Faculty. By relocating our semi- 
nary we will both be preserving it and fitting it for serv- 
ice in the new church. I know that many in our synod 
will argue that we should not be guided by our senti- 
mental attachments to an institution when we are con- 
sidering its place in the united church. They will say that 
we must be willing to sacrifice our institutions for the 
sake of the new church. I am willing to allow that the 
welfare of the new church must be put ahead of our at- 
tachments for an institution, but I believe it is generally 
true that the strength of a united group depends upon 
the strength of the parts that constitute it. Also loyalties 
to larger institutions grow out of loyalties to smaller 
ones. ‘By the way of analogy, where love and loyalty are 
strong in the family, they are apt to be strong in the 
community and in the church. Where they are weak in 
the family, they are apt to be weak in the church and 
the community. I firmly believe that the attachment 
which we have for Trinity Seminary is not something 
which it is necessary for us to give up. Rather it is a 
loyalty which if rightly directed and subordinated can 
have good results. If you will reread the articles by Dr. 
Madsen, Dr. Mengers, and Dean Jensen in recent issues 
of The Ansgar Lutheran, you will recognize that a good 
case can be made for the proposal that Trinity Semi- 
nary can serve a real purpose in the new church by be- 
ing relocated at some point in the West, especially when 
you consider that without Trinity Seminary the new 
church will have no seminary west of Minneapolis. 

Though I favor this third possibility, I recognize that 
there are two immediate obstacles: it appears (1) that 
the officials of the other synods do not seem very en- 
thusiastic about such a venture and (2) that the mem- 
bers of the Union Committee from our synod do not 
favor the preservation of our seminary in the new 
church. These obstacles certainly cannot be lightly re- 
garded. However, I am not surprised that the officials 
in the other synods are not encouraging us to relocate 
our seminary. Since the time that merger negotiations 
began, there has been the feeling in our own circles 
that Trinity Seminary was expendable. This view has 
naturally rubbed off on the members of the other 
synods. Certainly it would be folly on the part of the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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THE AMERICAN INDIAN--A NEW APPROACH 


By Soren S. Kaldahl 


A feeling of American independence has begun to 
characterize the American Indian, as he is beginning to 
avail himself of the legal freedom of his citizenship to 
go where he may wish. Probably it may be said that the 
last world war experiences of the Indian ex-G.I. has 
given impetus to this. This experience of life away from 
the reservation has caused him to see the need for going 
other places in order to establish a home and to provide 
better living for his family. The result of this is that we 
are beginning to find the Indian in larger numbers in 
our larger cities or industrial areas. It is estimated that 
200 are finding their way monthly into the Los Angeles 
urban area. 


In order to help and to encourage the Indian in this 
movement away from reservation areas to localities that 
offer him better economic and social conditions, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs set up a placement and re- 
location program in 1952. This program has for its pur- 
pose to help the reservation Indian to relocate in in- 
dustrial areas, where it is proving he is able to get a- 
long quite well (see Reader’s Digest, January, 1955.) 


To realize this the Bureau has set up offices in the res- 
ervations and also in the industrial cities of Chicago, 
Denver, Los Angeles, and Oakland. The plan is to set up 
similar offices in other industrial cities. Any Indian may 
apply for relocation if his name is on the roll of his 
tribe, if he has a sincere desire to relocate, and if he is 
an able-bodied wage earner for the family. The applica- 
tion, which he makes in the reservation office, is sent 
to the office of the city where he may wish to go. That 
office will find a suitable ‘job and housing, and the In- 
dian Department will provide means for his family’s 
travel and their keep during the first month or so if 
necessary. This office will also try to help the Indian 
worker and his family make the necessary adjustments 
to the problems which may arise in these new surround- 
ings. The aim of the Bureau is to relocate about 5,000 
Indians a year. 


In this process of relocation the Indians will not find 
themselves living in any one part of the city, but they 
will find themselves scattered in the city’s population 
depending on location of work and housing. Thus Chi- 
cago’s 4,000 Indians live in so many parts of the city that 
they are scarcely noticed in its huge population. The 
same would apply in the cities of Denver, Los Angeles, 
and Oakland. 


A New Approach in Indian Mission Work. The mis- 
sion work among these Indians relocating in these cities 
means that our Lutheran congregations realize 
their responsibility to the American Indian, who may 
be living within their reach. That implies that Indian 
Mission Work is beginning to mean reaching the Indian 
family living down the street. 


It can be said that the Lutheran Church’s relati 
ship with the Indian has been sadly limited. It has be 
tempted to look upon that as someone else’s responsib 
ty. With this approach an opportunity is presenting 
self to the Lutheran church in these areas where 7 
Indian is being relocated. 


Welcome to Town but Not to Church ; 


This is a needed work. One has said, “It is a ae 
ing thing for the reservation Indian to walk into a | 
moving world of street cars, elevated trains, crowe 
freeways, telephones and elevators, and to begin wo 
ing with and living among the white men from wh 
he has received so many abuses.” It is easily understi 
that there are some grave adjustments to be made. TI 
it is that the friendly approach and atmosphere of 
church is needed. The Rev. Roe Lewis, Pima Indi 
pastor and instructor of Cook Training School, Phoer 
Arizona, who preached in our Oaks church a year a 
was quoted in the Tulsa World as saying, “No one | 
vites them to church but the white man welcomes t 
to their taverns.” It is hoped that our Lutheran churc| 
will not be guilty of not inviting the Indian neigh! 
within its responsibility area to come with his fam 
to Sunday school and church. | 


The E.L.C. Shows the Way. For many years the Ev! 
gelical Lutheran Church has been doing mission wi 
among Indians at Wittenberg, Wisconsin. Through s 
vey it was discovered that Indians in that area w) 
finding their homes in new locations, as for example 
the twin cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, where sevé 
thousands are living within walking distance of ti 
churches. Therefore during recent years the emphasis 
been on every congregation’s responsibility to minister 
all peoples of the community without regard to race 
color, the E.L.C. has therefore discontinued the wh 
at Wittenberg as a separate independent Indian misg 
work, and the responsibility of ministering to the } 
dians in that immediate area has been turned over] 
the local congregations. These were supplied with | 
names of the Indian folks, which were formerly ser 
by this mission. They were urged to receive them ; t 
their membership and to reach out to others as tk 
would be opportunity. 


In order to implement the local congregations in # 
ing and reaching the Indian folks as found in locali 
of their churches with the gospel, it was decided to p. 
Pastor E. W. Sihler, who for years has been working 
the mission at Wittenberg, in the cities of Minnear 
and St. Paul to do mission work among Indians ther! 
finding them and leading them into local churches. ‘ 
began this work this fall. His work is very similat 
that of Pastor D. G. M. Bach of our synod, who is : 4 
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king among the Japanese people in the Fresno area. 
. only in the Twin Cities is the E. L. C. putting forth 
rt in integrating Indian folks into their local congre- 
ons, but steps have been taken and are being taken 
lo the same in the states of South Dakota and North 


The E.L.C. is to be commended for its forward look in 
;new approach of mission work among the American 
ians. In this work it is implementing the efforts of 

Indian Bureau in integrating the Indian into the 
geral American public. And it is trying to correct the 

mess and the lack of Lutheran work among the In- 
Y ns. It is pointing the way to other Lutheran synods, 
| it is challenging Lutheran congregations in general 
realize their responsibility to all peoples within the 
irch’s reach regardless of race and color, which also 
ans the American Indian. 


: can be said that the Protestant Churches of Okla- 
ma are beginning to realize their responsibility in in- 
rating the American Indian into their local congre- 
ons, whether it be in the larger urban areas or out 
[he rural areas. This is in conformity with the aim of 
ahoma which, when it became a state, did not want 
Indian to live in so called reservations, but he was 
mave the privilege of living on an equal status with 
other citizens of the state. (See Reader’s Digest, 
ember, 1955). The public school has been a great 
or in realizing this. Fewer and fewer Indian children 
being sent away to federal schools. In commenting 
this Dean C. H. Bode of Cook Training School men- 
sed above said that Oklahoma has gone farther from 
; point of view than the other states with similar 
we Indian populations. He also added that states like 
szona and New Mexico have a long ways to go yet, 
| that it will take years to realize it. 


»pecial Indian Mission Stations. This leads to the 
“stion of whether mission stations among individual 
es are still needed or not. There is no doubt that 
need for such and the opportunity for such is still 
kat in the states of Arizona and New Mexico. 


"he spiritual need of the tribes living in these states 
ade evident as we learn the lack of educational means 
tong them. Among the Navajos there are 25,000 of 


FITTING OUR SEMINARY FOR SERVICE 

IN THE NEW CHURCH 

(Continued from page 7) 
mbers of the other synods to support an institution 
lich was not actively supported by its own constitu- 
hy. Therefore, if our seminary is to be preserved, we 
fl have to put forth a determined effort to win the 
‘port for it from the other synods. In view of the ap- 
tent lack of interest of our own Union Committee 
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school age. Four thousand are taken care of by the lo- 
cal schools on the reservation, and five thousand are be- 
ing shipped out to federal schools in other states. That 
leaves 16,000 children receiving no formal education. 
This lack of education for this large population of chil- 
dren gives a farily accurate conclusion that church work 
among them must be proportionally somewhat the 
same. 


Turning to other tribes we find the same sad picture. 
Education has not yet penetrated to three fourths of the 
Papagos Tribe. The same picture prevails in respect to 
the Hopi and Supi Indians, and somewhat of others. 
The Supi Tribe lives in a section of Grand Canyon in- 
accessible by car. To begin a mission among them the 
Episcopal Church lowered a small chapel into the can- 
yon ‘by helicopter. (The above figures are taken from a 
recent report in the Tulsa World.) 


The reaching of these areas with the gospel is a must 
for the churches of our country. The American Luther- 
an Church has put forth a very fine effort in extending 
home mission work to these states in the urban areas. 
Has the time not come when our Lutheran churches 
probably through joint efforts in American Missions of 
the National Lutheran Council churches should reach 
out to establish mission work among these so to speak 
forgotten people of our nation? And as we think of the 
new Lutheran Church, which we hope will be realized 
in not too far distant future, should it not be a definite 
purpose of this church to unite efforts to do something 
of a challenging nature as we think of the American 
Indian and his needs from a spiritual point of view? 


An Added Remark. The Division of Christian Educa- 
tion of the National Council of Churches has designated 
the American Indian as basis for study in missionary 
groups, ladies organizations, young people’s societies, 
and Sunday schools this year. In conformity with this 
the Augustana Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society 
has prepared and published a very fine study manual on 
Lutheran work among American Indians, which also in- 
cludes our work here at Oaks. The price is ten cents a 
copy. It can be ordered from the Women’s Missionary 
Society, Augustana Lutheran Church, 3939 Pine Grove 
Avenue, Chicago 13, Illinois. 


members for the relocation of our seminary, the pro- 
posed relocation, if it is to be successful, will have to be 
pushed and pushed hard by the rank and file members 
of the ministerium and laity in our church. In other 
words those who wish to preserve the seminary and fit 
it for service in the new church by relocating it or by 
taking some other positive action, will have to stand up 
and be counted. Now is the time that something should 
be done. 
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Bible Characters 


Five Of The Greatest 
By John W. Nielsen 
PAUL: 


With the exception of Jesus no one has so influenced 
the thought of the Christian Church as Paul. He domi- 
nates the Book of Acts. His thirteen letters to individu- 
als and congregations constitute a major portion of the 
New Testament. His missionary activity, extensive in 
area as it was intensive in content, has been a pattern 
and inspiration for all future generations of missionaries. 
Through him the crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ 
has been revealed to countless millions even as Augus- 
tine and Luther came to know Christ through him. 


His greatness was of such a character that even he 
himself was aware of it. “I labored more abundantly 
than all the rest of the apostles,” he writes. Conceited, 
we might conclude. But our conclusion would be wrong 
for he is quick to add, “Yet it was not I but Christ who 
labors in me.” 


There is the key to Paul’s greatness and to all great- 
ness: a word—a name—a Person—Christ Jesus! 


Paul was born in Tarsus, the thriving commercial and 
educational center of Cilicia. There as Saul the Ben- 
jamite he passed his childhood and youth learning well 
the Jewish Torah. Like other Jewish boys he also learn- 
ed a trade. His was that of tent-making which later 
would serve as his means of support during his mis- 
sionary journeys around the Mediterranean. Although 
Tarsus boasted of a fine university, Saul’s strict ad- 
herence to the Torah precluded his attendance there, 
and instead he went as a young man to Jerusalem 
where he was a student of the learned rabbi, Gamaliel. 

When he first came into contact with the teaching of 
Jesus and with His disciples we do not know, but at a 
very early date we find him aligned against the follow- 
ers of the Way, first only passively as he guards the 
garments of those who were responsible for Stephen’s 
death, but soon actively as he becomes a leader in the 
persecutions. 


It was while he was on his way to Damascus to bring 
charges against the Christians in that city that his life 
was suddenly and completely changed by the appear- 
ance of the glorified Jesus and His soul-stirring in- 
quiry, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” Saul 
would soon become Paul and expend the same energy 
and zeal that he once used in the suppression of Chris- 
tianity in its promotion, but the haunting realization 
that he had persecuted his Lord and Saviour would re- 
main with him always. 
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The Christ whom he met on the Damascus road | 
came the one overpowering reality of Paul’s life. 
was He who called him to be an apostle. It was He 
had died for his sins. It was His resurrection that v 
the guarantee of Paul’s own resurrection. And it v 
the in-dwelling Christ that enabled him to face life < 
death with all their exigencies with the utmost cor 
dence. Life, for Paul, was Christ, and death was g 
for he was more than a conqueror. 


Here is Paul’s greatness. Not because he gave hi 
self unstintingly in the missionary endeavor, not ' 
cause he wrote numerous epistles counted worthy 
being included in the New Testament, not because | 
endured hardships or overcame difficulties or died | 
the faith, but because he had experienced Christ Je! 
and His wonderful grace and had allowed that Per: 
and that grace to control him, he stands among 
greats of all time. 


Having seen Christ, he beheld himself—the chief 
sinners, but having seen Christ, he had also experien: 
grace and beheld himself a sinner, justified before 
In Him he was great! 


There are other great figures in Scripture, but | 
serious study of the great characters of the Bible wi 
complete without Abraham the Patriarch, Moses © 
Lawgiver, David the King, John the Prophet, and P 
the Apostle—the men whose lives we have looked a 
these sketches. 


WHO ARE THESE SLEEPERS’ 


You might be surprised at how many sleepers th 
are in the Bible. See whether you can identify the 4 
lowing whose names are printed on the next page. | 


1. He slept and lost a bone. 

2. She slept on a threshing floor. 

3. He lost part of his skirt while he slept. 
4. His hair was cut while he slept. 
5 


. He fell asleep during a sermon and fell from 
third story. 


6. A tent pin was driven through his head while! 
slept. 


7. They slept in a garden. 

8. They slept in boats during violent storms. 
9. He slept on a stone at Bethel. 

10. He became drunk and slept. 
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Symbols of the Church 
THE SYMBOL OF HOLY BAPTISM 
By Ralph Spear 

This symbol is really 
a combination of three 
different ones. Very 
briefly, we can say that 
this symbol consists of 
the Holy Spirit (in the 
form of a dove) de- 
scending towards a 
baptismal font upon 
which we see the Chris- 
togram. We will men- 
tion the meaning of 
each of these parts very 
briefly. 

The descending dove 
presents the Hee Spirit as He descended upon Jesus 
‘His baptism. If you look closely at the head of the 
we you will observe a sort of circle with some divisions 
iit. This is called a tri-radiant nimbus. The nimbus 
t is that which you have seen as a halo over the 
d in a picture of a Saint. The three rays in the halo 
wresent the Trinity, each of which has His part in 
tism. 


HIS LIGHT SHINES FORTH 


hristmas is past, but the Light of Bethlehem still 
ines. 


t Friday, January 6, was the Festival of Epiphany. 
adition says it was on that date that the Eastern 
gi completed their journey and worshiped the Christ 
iild in Bethlehem. They had been guided in their quest 
-a star—His star—which they had seen in the East 
which now went before them and shone over the 
ce where the young child lay. 


e do not know their names, but legend says that the 
st was Melchior, King of Arabia; the second, Baltha- 
, King of Ethiopia; and the third, Casper, King of 
sus. 


Scripture tells us that the Wisemen brought gifts: 
ld and frankincense and myrrh. To each of these 
ts legend has ascribed a special meaning. Melchior’s 
ld declares Christ kin; Balthasar’s frankincense pro- 
sims Him priest; and Casper’s myrrh announces Him 
‘be the Great Physician. 


ohn Hopkins in his well-known hymn, “We Three 
gs,” ascribes a slightly different significance to the 
ree gifts. For him too, the gold of Melchoir declares 
* royalty of Christ. Balthasar’s frankincense, however, 
claims not Christ’s priesthood but his very deity, 
d Casper’s myrrh instead of symbolizing the healing 
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The bottom symbol represents the baptismal font. On 
the front of the font can be seen the Christogram. This 
symbol has its basis in the Greek language. It is the 
oldest monogram used with reference to Christ. The 
word Christ when spelled in the ancient Greek capital 
letters form the word XPICTOC. (It is pronounced 
Christos in English. The uncial form of S (sigma) being 
like the Roman capital C.) The whole word then for 
Christ is represented by the first two Greek letters XP 
(called “Chi Rho”). The Christogram is obtained then 
by combining two letters, the last being much larger 
than the first for the sake of the appearance of the 
symbol. 

It is believed that this Christogram is the symbol 
which Emperor Constantine saw in the sky at the bat- 
tle for the Milvian Bridge in Rome (a.d. 312) which he 
interpreted to mean, “by this sign you will conquer.” 
The victory which followed occasioned Constantine’s 
Edict of Toleration, an event which stopped the persecu- 
tion of the Christians and thus changed the course of 
both Roman and Christian History. 


Thus we see what a wealth of meaning there is in the 
symbol which represents, when taken as a whole, the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 


(Ralph Spear, the author of this week’s sketch is a 
middler seminarian from Greenville, Michigan.—EKditor.) 


which He will bestow is a portent of the suffering He 
will endure. 


But for the simple record in the second chapter of Mat- 
thew’s Gospel, we would know nothing of these splendid 
visitors from the East. Yet their presence at the Christ 
child’s bed has become of the utmost significance to us 
of the Gentile world for it demonstrates that even at 
His birth He revealed Himself to Jew and Gentile a- 
like. 


The light of His star has been replaced by the light 
of His Gospel, and we as believers of the Twentieth 
Century must show forth the light of that Gospel to all 
men. Epiphany, which means to shine forth, has become 
therefore the missionary season of the Church. As we 
work for the salvation of all men, let us offer Him our 
costliest gifts and pray in one of the great collects of 
the Church: “O God, who by the leading of a star didst 
manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles; merci- 
fully grant that we, who know thee now by faith, may 
after this life have the fruition of thy glorious Godhead; 
through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.” 


Sleepers, Awake! 


Here are the answers to “Who Are These Sleepers?”: 
1. Adam, 2. Ruth, 3. Saul, 4. Samson, 5. Eutychus, 6. 
Sisera, 7. Peter, James and John, 8. Jonah and Jesus, 9. 


Jacob, 10. Noah. 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


BEBE 0 OOO 
My Prayer Was Answered 


W hen for a purpose I had prayed and prayed 

Until my words seemed worn and bare with arduous use, 
And I had knocked and asked, and knocked and asked again, 
And all my fervor and persistence brought no hope, 

I paused to give my weary brain a rest 

And ceased my anxious human cry. 

In the still moment, after self had tried and failed, 

There came a glorious vision of God’s power, 

And lo, my prayer was answered in that hour. 


—Lowell Filmore. 


PDR ADEN DNDN neaneorn—en—" 


THE DEVIL IN CHURCH 


Imagine how much my neighbor 
was surprised last Sunday morning 
when he encountered the devil on 
his way to church. “Where do you 
think you’re going?” said he to the 
devil. “Why shouldn’t I be allowed 
to go to church, too?” was the reply. 
“They pray and preach against me. 
Who is going to defend me if I don’t 
defend myself?” 


“And how do you propose to do 
that?” 


“Well,” said ithe devil, “the first 
thing Sunday morning, I go into the 
houses where the people are getting 
ready to go to church. A little quar- 
rel, an obstinate shirt collar, a mis- 
sing button, a misplaced glove—all 
these things please me. This is how 
I get folks in tthe right mood. 


“Do you see that girl over there? 
All I have ito do is direct her eyes to 
the new coat and hat of her neigh- 
bor, and ‘her attention is captured. 
There jare some young men. Do you 
think their eyes and their thoughts 
are not the whole time on some girl 
in the congregation? 


During the whole service, those 
businessmen there will not get their 
minds off the news they have just 
been reading. And look over there— 
those two respectable citizens are the 
easiest of all for me. I make them 
think that the sins of which the pas- 
tor is preaching apply to some of 
their friends. Fred begins to think of 
James, and James begins to think of 
Fred, and both go home with deep 
satisfaction. 


“And if I cannot get control of a 


person in any of these ways, I trip 
him up as he goes out of church. It 
is especially pleasing to me when 
people engage in visiting after the 
service, because as a rule the conver- 
sation is of such a nature that the 
things heard in the sermon are gnad- 
ually forgotten.’—Gemeindebote. 


MEMORY’S FLIGHT 
By Pearl Yeadon McGinnis 
Who once has loved a plot of land, 
Sun-kissed and sweet with rain, 
Now finds himself restricted by 
Four walls, a floor, a pane; 


Who had communion with the soil, 
Made friends with rose and phlox, 
Now is confined (to garden in 
A narrow window box. 


Is as a fettered bird who beats. 
His cage with hopeful wings, 
To find the bars are strong and 
(INE 5 5 
Then turns and sings—and sings— 


Oh, such a one has need to go 
On dear nostalgic flights 
To bring lost loveliness to live 
Within apartment heights. 
—Home Life. 


THE LIGHT IN THE PORTHOLE 


D. L. Moody tells the story of an 
Atlantic passenger whi lay in his 
bunk in a storm, deadly seasick. A 
ery of “Man overboard!” was heard. 
“May ‘God help the poor fellow,” 
prayed the man, “there is nothing I 
can do.” Then he thought, “At least 
I can put my lantern in the porthole,” 


which he did. The man was rescue 
and recounting the story the next dé 
he said, “I was going down in tl 
darkness for the last time whe 
someone jput a light in a porthole. 

shone on my hand, and a sailor in 
lifeboat grabbed it and pulled me in 
Weakness is no excuse for our n 
putting forth all the little streng) 
we have, and who can tell how G¢ 


will use it?—The All Nations Mi 


sionary Review. 


| 
| 
I AM THE BILL OF RIGHTS | 
I am ithe first ten amendments | 
the Constitution. Until I was writt 
into the Constitution, that sonal 
was like a body without a soul. | 


Don’t take me for granted. Like ¢ 
mortal creations, I can be killed. | 
Three men—Thomas Jefferso 
James Madison, and George Mas« 
—fathered me. As men brought n 


to defend me. 
I am freedom of religion, freedio 
of speech, freedom of the press, fre) 
dom of assembly. I am the privaj 
and sanctity of your home... 
My existence depends on your vil 
ilance—on how vigilantly you wat 
your rulers. And my eternal enemie¢ 
known as dictators, are abroad in tl 
world and here in the United States’ 
Iam the Bill of Rights—When I a 
violated a part of you dies. 
—American Way. 


ON HIS JOB 


A tailor was eager to sell off | 
batch of remainders at year’s enj 
But the suits had been picked ov 
all year and were badly cut an 
made. One, in particular, was n' 
merely ugly, it was atrocious. But #] 
proprietor did not give up easill 
“Why don’t you sell that suit, Sam| 
he demanded of his helper. “Now, I’ 
going to lunch. Let’s see you concel 
trate; sell that suit while I’m oud 
When he returned the suit was gon 
In spite of himself, he showed amazi 
ment. “So you sold it!” he exclaime 
“That shows what application will ¢ 
Sam! But your face is cut—yo 
clothes are torn. Did the customer Dp 
up ia fight? Did you have a struggle 

“No,” replied the faithful Sai 
“The customer didn’t mind  takil 
that suit at all. But I had a terrik 
tume with his Seeing Eye dog.” 

—New Republic 
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THE KEY THAT OPENS 
HEARTS 


te onaaed from page 1) 


0,000), with its suggestions for 
gooding,” especially to the aged 
d shut-ins, one being to include 
every Christmas card a tiny per- 
nal, cheery message. 


Here are a few extracts from let- 
*s coming out of lonely hearts: “I 
ld your article on loneliness— 
» exact word to express how I 
#1. I prayed for years to be 
lared to care for two crippled sis- 
7s to the end. God heard my 
mayer. They are gone, and I’m left 
yne, and even my church people 
dom drop in to see me.” 


from a devoted churchman, a 
wn of culture, who had read some 
my articles: “I live alone, and 
,dom does anyone from even my 
urch come to see me, though 
my are lovely people. It would 
‘such a joy if now and then some 
the young people would come in 
ith their sunshine.” Later he 
me on a 50-mile bus trip to see 
», just to talk an hour to one able 
understand the loneliness of old 


Letters come from a refined old 
ly of 88 in Texas, always in the 
‘est cheery spirit, but always 
ith the same answer to my in- 
iiry, “No, my lovely pastor finds 
me to come not more than once in 
iquarter—and his coming is a red- 
iter day—and sometimes weeks 
ss without a visit from any of 
v7 church people.” And she’s not 
egrouch. 

HBut here is the kind of letter I 
ve to get, this from the head of 
extension department in the 
stant Southwest: “I dearly love 
one of my little shut-ins, and 
light to go to see them as often 
possible and do my utmost to 
Ind others to see them, for the 
kar shut-ins are so lonely and so 
ve our visits!” 

I deeply believe that the great- 
- sin of omission on the part of 
iz churches is their neglect to 
tovide definitely for an adequate 
mistry of comfort and encourage- 
bnt to the aged and shut-ins. The 
lildren and young people hold the 
) 


} 
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center of the stage, and rightly, but 
let us not leave the old people to 
pine in loneliness. 


Trinity Seminary 


By N. B. Hansen 


The U. E. L. C. has from the be- 
ginning revealed a strong faith in 
the new proposed church. We have 
unanimously voted in its favor. Our 
church fbody has the confidence in 
this merger of churches, that has 
united us and made us willing to 
go into it with the assurance, that 
the new church is according to 
God’s will and will continue to re- 
ceive His blessings: 


It would seem reasonable, that 
we should be willing to come into 
the merger with what we have, in- 
cluding our seminary, being confi- 
dent, that the new church will be 
able to dispose of our seminary as 
it sees fit. The new church will 
have a far better understanding of 
where the seminaries of the church 
can serve best. Certainly we would 
not want to make decisions at this 
time, that would not be for the best 
of the new church. We had better 
therefore come into the merger 
with what we have and then trust 
the new church to make its deci 
sions according to what it believes 
best. 


The future of our theological pro- 
fessors may likewise be entrusted 
to the disposal of the new church. 
Why should we not have the same 
confidence in the new church in re- 
gard to this matter. Men that have 
served our church so well in re- 


Should a Protestant 
marry a Catholic? 


HIGH IS THE WALL 


By Ruth Muirhead Berry 


“This swift-moving, poignant 

novel penetrates one of the most 

difficult and involved of all human 

relations fields—interfaith and inter- 

faith marriages. The story presents both 
sides of the question.”’—Dr. Daniel A. Poling 


“Splendidly presented... why unfair one-sided 
demands... doom an erfaae marriage even before 
the vows are spoken,.”"—Leslie Conrad, Exec. Sec., 
Luther League of America 


$3.50 at all book stores 


, MUHLENBERG PRESS- Philadelphia , 
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sponsible positions will not be let 
down because of the establishing of 
the new church. 


It is therefore my opinion, that 
we should leave our seminary as it 
is and let the new church solve the 
problem, if there is a problem. 


Two friends met on the street as 
they were hurrying to their respec- 
tive offices one morning. 


“Hello, Linder, old man!” cried one, 
as he grasped the other’s hand. “Con- 
gratulations, I hear you have a new 
youngster ait your house.” 


The new father glanced around ap- 
prehensively, “Mercy, you can’t hear 
him ’way up here, can. you?” 


NO MATCH 


Bendix people tell us that an aver- 
age United Sitates housewife controls 
the power of 65 horses in her house, 
merely by flipping a switch. They 
figure that is equal to her spouse and 
1,429 other men being helpful around 
the house. But, as any husband will 
testify, she still finds plenty for him 
to do! Maybe it is as the Australasian 
Manufacturer says: “One machine 
can do the work of 50 ordinary men, 
but no machine can do the work of 
one extraordinary man.’—Quote. 


F011 1H tH tt tt tt 


BIBLE STUDY BY MAIL 
LIFE A Free 
ATES, Correspondence 
BEST Course 

Fourteen lessons presenting the 
victorious life in Christ. 

Twelve other courses available. 
~ THE LUTHERAN BIBLE _ 
INSTITUTE 
1619 Portland Avenue 
Minneapolis 4, Minnesota 
Send Lesson I of the free course, 

( ) “Life At Its Best” 

( ) Send complete list of courses 

( ) Send information on (group 
study. 

Name 

Address 
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GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successer te N. T. Lund Ce. 
Blair, Nebraska 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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KNOWLEDGM ENTS Total dren’s School General Home Indian Utah sion 

ie pride wAC 0 G ‘Received Homes Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fund 
Total Synodical Budget $275,202.00. Budgets:|... ........ ||23229.00/87030.00/29940.00 61546. 00 7800. ee 1542. 00) 
Previously? ackinio wled Sed sae aver vicedies tee ee cass ee eee oe Ure 105080.70!| 8937.45132157. cha TTV79.11 i 


Brookville, Minn., Brookville Ladies Aid ..... 
Coon (Rapisiila:,, 4 Emmanuel aineh eSe 1Sa oe el hace eee tecce eee ee eee 
Coon Rapids, Ia., Immanuel Luth. Ladies Aid for Elim Home, Elk Horn.. 
Opyigeinonanorzr ee IU lianas Oboe SEWAGe CH IAM, LONOKE os snonsccesonqano woedstouse enAnoncede oteaeenen 
Jacksonville, Ia., members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in memory of 
Charley i INelson, brawlany, o Vale © mere santa ee eee ee eee So sdsadsterostesns sexe 
Coultéerslat eNazaretin | Latin gSs 1S sae aerate cncrcesne tee neces aes ceene eee 
Neenah, Wis., Senior Ladies Aid of Our Savior’s Church in memory of 
Mrs FO. cBYs J INMOIMSED ie Shoce iecwnePecepcnsseecawteevetseenes susauolteuuscousuascevaseneunecee one tsese car teedes 
Blair, Nebr., Pastor and Mrs. P. C. Jensen in memory of Dr. Swansen...... 
Rutland) Ja, Rutland “Mrinity= Wuwths Tadies Addie. 1. atc. csc sercassssrcpeemece serene 
New York, N. Y., World Council of Churches, a refund ... Bs 
Tincolny Nebr Our Saviors Luths Chunchy eecae ess sere 
Orezon,, Wisin Stz- John's, Lath. “SyeSe Shae. 
Sleepy hye; dian. or rinity: ait So Siw  nmcuccssuet -seceneauacuas = 
Farmington, Minn., S S. of Farmington Tuth> Chunch pees. se ntien rece erre 
MeNabb, I1l., Ladies Aid Society in memory of Mrs. John Miller Hansen, 
Cecharty ENGLIS; be LAS bry ose t gee aiacssnstre-sieee ee cor esings de cov cases eectines suscce stems emocecttons cotesaastasstese 
Spencer, Ja., Bethany Luth. S. ‘SS. ............. ag 
Harlan, Tae Immanuel Luth. Church 
Underwood, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Herman Sandberg and Mr. and Mrs. Chris 
Petersem im memory ob Lugnra, TVOPSOR a. ycccce-tarvackories-avedscncoteeetecctecuacteanpaes ne 
Bowbells, N. D., Bethlehem Luth. Church ......... ‘.) 
Ruskin, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. Jens C. Hansen 
Dannebrog, Nebr., S. S. of Dannebrog Luth. Church for the two Children’s 
Homes: Christmas offering $27.17, contents of Birthday Bank $7.15 
‘Orezon; WAS AESt, Jonmis i Lathes CHiarchy Wein cesscucscasccumaseicencecntababtenssacnnencsateneet 
Spencer, Ia., Bethany Luth. S. S. nat 
Elumboldt. das, Ulrinity such Sas. 
Plainview, Nebr., Bethany S. S., Christmas S. S. offering $8.60, contents 
Of Sbirthdaya bam SMG aA Sr hares sctcrecc: won statrececsuecsenaentananotstsneresecteg eaanen cs etaeee: 
Mason Clty, Nebr zion IsUth. (Sa) oem ect ee 
Westby, Mont., Emmaus Luth. Church 


Irene, S. D., BRUEESD) Valley Luth. Church, offering at S. S. Christmas pro- 

£2 ig 21009 ae ee an Ue che en De ane eee ire, Pram an yi tema oe cee ern ore conere: 
Viborg, S. D., ’ Spring Valley Luth. S. S., Christmas offering $5.45, com- 

tents of birthday OY Balt 4 (0 ae to Rie Me i oecinoceioe ccbesomcOba spe COOGODE ES 
MPAA S Mina stiorey Ie yayel« 4begraitunte Mqeal COlakvhelay  sodcprse.snccoeseabecosgeacee ese cecoeconcAbMenorodoe sdonne 
Ord, Nebr., Pastor and Mrs. C. Jeppesen in memory of Mrs. Ida Jensen, 

UN GHAMAM OMS WTC ae ees cecersence: cece ce ceccn eva ee eeeescc oes toes dealer esac seuaeree eedoueise deceeeineraeetes 
Kennard, Nebr., Emmaus Luth. Church .. 
Migsiony scams Minsse wii SlerStl Cie. ecceeneeccseercssrcsdetcmaslesmer neal pa 
Kenosha, Wis, the W.M.S. of St. ‘Mary's! LuthChurchy ie. c us 


Greenville, Mich. S. S. of St. Paul’s Luth. Church, Christmas offering 
from S. S. $53.04, from parents and friends $75.25 
Srdmeveaviieh limmeanimel Imthies Chacha aenstesces: eee cesesacteear ee 
Olliiqzorns IGN, VAtopa VON AG bd. WOleyehee al oe moe -escenmereecasn seonp dar sogtn a6 so005 seoon ncaa sana oUe: 
Staplehurst, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. S. S.. for the ‘Children’s Homes 
$20.00, for Harvey Park S. S., Denver $10.00 
McNabb, Ill., ‘Emmaus Luth. Church 
Morgan, Minn., Bethany Luth. Church _.... 
Oyens, Ia., Geth emane Luth. Church offering at S. S. Christmas program! 
Neola, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. S. S., Christmas offering $25.80, contents of 
Davstladayy-an eum: © GOO ok. ck. calc. soe udececosmsen cautrees oo cdeceeen meee de eee eee aettoctes cmaateamn eed 
Selma, ‘Calif., Pella Luth. S. 8. i 


10.00)... 
50.00] .... 


Boelus, Nebr., Dry ‘Creek S. S. 
North Hollywood, Calif., Valley Luth. Church eS Se eens eer ee 
Graettinger, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church in memory of Ted Oleson Rae 
Graettinger, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church in memory of Ted Oleson $10, in’ 
memory, Of Mire? Nels \Niel'sem [9:1 Sir tee ce, cate ttc tens cn eeee ee a aetemteter. samrrceaees 
Graettinger, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church in memory of Ted Oleson .| 
HWikeeeorn, wha., Danish aia diese td geese cess cre cccr sec eee toe ce eeme ronc tetera " 
Shelby, Ia., Shelby Luth. 'S. S., Christmas offering 
Jacksonville, Ia., Bethlehem Luth. Church ................ 
Gwar One MUNIN aren CETCIVC Oi ences ect vctte sc cSbewamnigaeioseo tease ne fab aa aienn dutu aug ans tae onebiecen canines 
Bugene, Ore., Emmaus Luth. S. S., Christmas procram offering ; 
TOTAL 110478.96||10-420.19/33302.24] 8237.17|27313. 77/4442. a7] 839.87|25922.! 
South Gen. F 
SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Foreis 
} Sola i Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Missio 
Budgets: | ‘T/20227. 00|16000.00/10000.00|15000.00| | |40815.00 
Previously pac knowiled sed yy rats sects eterna sesso eee acy odbonieeceboene 70105.45|/12137. 92] 6562.75] 7385.61/11102.90] 218. 101.98|32091.215| 504.8 
Sidney, M'ch., Immanuel Luth. Church 


Denmark, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church — Aeris be : 
Luverne, N. D., Luverne Luth. Church ; anh ae “29 
Rutland, Ia., Rutland Trinity Luth. Ladies Aid 


Harlan, Ia., from a friend for a student in Dr. Winther’s Bible 


KSfeu ae) 3). le car ret Saale 90 ete ce beh eR crite Sa the (Sen Rae Oot ORY RR ga 
Wheat Ridge, Colo., Mrs. Alvin Gamble for Rev. Morck’s work.. 
Areas, Caliiay sir, and, Mrs. iN. J. Nielsent, ..t eee eee | 


Hutch nson, Minn., Pa-tor and Mrs. N. B. FLANSen Me es 
Milltown, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Nelson in memory of Mrs. 
Jn Pe Sorensen; ssamadstonic, sVlirins ete 0e: eee... eee ei | 
Hutchinson, Minn., Mrs. Susan Tange in memory of Mrs. J. P. 
SOTOn Sey CNS ATU Starve meme Bere en ence aut auc hc dedos es camecmtenaiene peewee 
Oakland, Calif., from friends of Our Savior’s Luth. Church in 
Tanves cavapeniy™ Vayit MOY Kopnuver: We 0. puke (iniGreral 3s om AAS Ce be eae, 
Ruskin, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. Jens C. Hansen bas 
Davey. INGbI-. Nazareth: Iuaith. “ChiuinGhina..cscccirm sot ctor ete ce eee tenet 
Dannebrog, Nebr., S. S. of Dannebrog Luth. Church for Mise 
Marea ret IN ssen' Ss: Elospital. —....cdeeerascsmes- 1c o00 aN ee ee 
Washington Island, Wis., Trinity Luth. Church .... 
Council Bluffs, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Parlier, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Harold F. Hansen in memory of 


Soren: Knudrene mynywood, “Calif.—.2:..3c5........ eee ae 
Kenosha, W's., the W.M.S. of St. Mary’s Luth. Church in mem- : 

OGY 1Oke Dre AELag ndes Lao mar set it item. ..ccscs <2, oe Re eR eee 25.010 
Kenosha, Wis., the W.M:S. of St. Mary’s Luth. Church ...4........ 115.00: 


Oakland, Calif., Peter Andersen in memory of Mrs. P. Chris-| .............. } 
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‘ensen, Oakland 


My, Ia., United Workers of Shelby Luth. Church in memory 


ff Dr. H. Inadomi 


honv.lle, la., Ladies Aid Society of Bethlehem Luth. Church, 
ife Membership for Mrs. Andrew Poldberg, Harlan, Ia. 


Lis, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church 


, Mont., Dennis Dynneson 
‘wood, Minn., 


Immanuel Luth. Church 


In memory of Charley T. Nelson, Harlan 


Oakland, Calif., in memory of Monica Christensen from friends from Our Savior’s Luth. Church. 


fHolm Christensen, Mrs. Mamie Hansen, 
» Mrs. Olga Winter. 


wed with thanks. 


HE SABBATH A DELIGHT 
r attitude towards the Sabbath 
-nds upon our idea of its nature 
its origin. Neither the church, 
the state, nor any far-seeing 
-factor gave the world this day 
kest and worship. Though the 
math has a natural basis and is 
pted to man’s physical and 
tal nature, it came from God, 
\ Creator. 
»an is to work six days and rest 
seventh. The day is enshrined 
[he immutabilities of the deca- 
.e. We find it side by side with 
1 laws as “Thou shalt not kill,” 
steal, or murder, or commit a- 
pery. We can never conceive of 
me when the other nine com- 
dments would not be binding 
mn mankind. The fourth com- 
.dment, therefore, which re- 
res us to keep the Sabbath day 
, is a part of the moral law. No 
elation from God has ever re- 
ved it. 
e prophet Amos spoke of avari- 
es farmers who begrudged the 
of rest and impatiently wanted 
<now when the Sabbath would 
past so they could plant grain. 
ah, however, spoke of those who 
+d the Sabbath a delight. 
ne day need not be a dull one, 
full of color, action, and dis- 
tive happiness. It provides a 


$12.00 for Lutheran 


2100.00 
75.00 
50.00 

173495.62 


TOTAL 


11292°51 TO .98|384420.17 503.89) 


, la. The words Mr. and Mrs. are omitted to save space. Ralph T. Nielsen, Niels Vendelboe, 
er Pedersen, S. Mortensen, H. C. Nielsen, Elvin Webber, Ben Aasted, Miss Evelyn Koepke, Miss Ann Koepke. $5.00 for Home Mission. 


World Action. 
Blair, Nebr., Dec. 31, 1955. 


Mrs. James Andersen, Mr. and 


Mr. and Mrs. ®. L. Hansen, Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Nielsen, Miss Marie Petersen, Mrs. Soren Sor- 


H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


splendid opportunity for what the 
Scots’ Catechism calls “works of 
necessity and mercy.” It is the day 
for Christian effort, carefully plan- 
ned and zealously carried out. It 
may be used in teaching a Sunday- 
school class, in visiting the sick 
and old, or in sharing the hospitali- 
ty of our homes with the lonely 
and friendless. 

The Sabbath should be the sacred 
festival of the family circle, when 
parents and child, husband and 
wife, take counsel together and get 
to know each other’s point of view 
in a way not possible during the 
busy week. On that day families 
should linger a little longer around 
the family altar and the opened 
family Bible. 

For ourselves, the Sabbath should 
be a day of personal meditation and 
of opportunity for reading the best 
books and of hearing sacred music. 
The soul of man beholds so con- 
stantly the things of this world that 
it will enrich his life if one day of 
the week he will pull down the 
blinds on the things visible and ma- 
terial, and look for a little while 
at the things unseen and eternal. 

Sunday is the appointed day of 
public worship. We should never 
absent ourselves without good cause 
from the place where Jesus prom- 
ises to meet with His own. “Shall 


we go to church today?” is not a 
debatable question. If it were, by 
implication and in reality, the 
whole worth of the church, the re- 
ality of God, the authority of His 
Word, and the power of His Spirit 
would be debatable matters. But 
these are not debatable. Church at- 
tendance is fundamental, therefore, 
to a virile Christianity. 

—The Free Methodist 

“T would get a cab driver like you,” 
said the passenger in disgust. The 
driver he spoke to was the Rev. 
Robert I. Hatch, pastor of First 
Bible Presbyterian Church, Kansas 
City, Mo., who drives a cab at night. 
The 39-year-old minister began 
lfalking about ‘the Scriptures as 
soon as the passenger got in the 
cab. At an isolated spot, the man 
put a knife into the pastor’s back 
and said, “Give me your money.” 

The Rev. Mr. Hatch tells what 
happened next: “I kept talking. I 
asked him if this way of life had 
brought him much money, won 
him many friends, or proved fruit- 
ful. He seemed impressed. Finally 
he followed me in a little word of 
prayer.” 

The would-be holdup man also 
followed the minister into the near- 
est police station where he identifi- 
ed himself and surrendered. 

—The Lutheran 


NOW...FOR THE FIRST TIME...THE IMMORTAL 


s OF MARTIN LUTHER IN MODERN ENGLISH 


THE FINEST AND MOST SIGNIFICANT 


EMENTS IN RELIGIOUS PUBLISHING...’ 


umental work in 55 volumes represents the most compre- 
and authentic English edition available anywhere, and covers 
Luther’s interpretation of the Scriptures—historic debates at 
erg, Leipzig, and Wittenberg—attitudes on war and peace, gov- 
, welfare, home and family—views on the meaning of the 
he Sacraments, the ministry and the church—“table talk” with 
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